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10 secret

By Stewart Tendler, Crime Reporter. /' ° . ,-*

“Ten cspionage: charge based

.on the Official Secrets Acts will

be put 10 Mr Michael Bettaney,
the MIS officer arrested last

year, when his trial begms at the -
Central
week.

Criminal Court nut

Mr Bell’mcy, aged 34, of
Coulsdoi, Surrey, was:arrested
last September and committed
for trial in- December on six
chalgcs Since Ihcn the mdlu-
ment has been rev1sed fora trial
which * wnll -Be "' held almosl
cnllrcly in c‘amera o ‘

As.a rcsull of the changes Mr
Bettaney faces six’ charges under-
Section. One of ‘the~1911. Act,

These allege that he . passed :

information_ to a.Soviet: official :
on April 3 and June 12 last Jyear;:

that. hé ' fécorded 1nformat|on
useful to anﬂ'encmy on' Sep-?
tember- 7 and 12 and':Bétween!:
September 6 and 16; and’ that hes
collectéd: mformauon useful ‘to!
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-

er to face
S chargeSf

an cnemy between December,
21, 1982 and Seplcmber 16 Iast
vYCdT

Mr Bcuamy, a middle-rank-
ing' officer faces four Lharges‘
relating (0 acts. pxcpar'llory 16
communicating mtormauon
Two of these’ allege lhal ‘on
April 3 and June 12 last year he
"delivered * lettérs ‘1o a. Soviet,
official’ settmg out, precxse
"m.mgcmcnls Jfor, commumcat- )
ing classified lnformallon by U‘lC 3
uscof dead leuerboxes“' il

He is -also alleged - o' havci
delivéred a leuer 10 al Sovnet
official’ on July 10" ldt year’
ochnng 'his services in supply"
ing classfied information’ and o
thave' collcctcd blogmphlc‘al
‘delanls of $0v1@l “oflici]s in'
Vlenn"( betiveen Apnl 3 and
September lp prcparatpry 10
cqmm qn;cau()g mformauon, .

. Continued on back piige, 614"

MIS officer

to face
10 charges

Continued from page 1

The charges will be read to
M Be tianey when he appears in
Court Number One before the
Lod Chiel Justice, Lord Lane,
on - Tuesday. They  will” be
outlined by Sir Michael Havers,
the ‘\llomcv Gemral at the
start of an opening speech of
which onlv a third will be heald
in public.

The court has .lhc.ldy de-

cided 10 hear almost the entire

case in camera, The proceed-
tngs will not be reopened, unul a
verdicet has been reached,

The jury is 10 be vcllcd but
the Attorney General has’ told
Mr Stuart Bell. Labour-MPp. for
Middlesbrough, that the \cltmg
will not be based on political,
peace movement or industrial
srounds,




